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TAGS: ETRD JA 

SUB J : EC/JAPAN DISCUSSIONS ON 1978 JAPANESE AUTO EMISSIONS 
STANDARDS 

REF: TOKYO 0224 

1 . EC REPRESENTATIVES MET IN TOKYO ON JANUARY 13-14 WITH JAPANESE 
OFFICIALS TO DISCUSS IMPLEMENTATION OF 1978 AUTO EMISSION STAN- 
DARDS. EC OFFICIALS ASKED JAPAN TO POSTPONE APPLICATION OF NEW 
STANDARDS TO IMPORTED CARS FOR THREE YEARS AFTER 1978 FOR NEW 
MODELS AND FOR FOUR YEARS AFTER 1978 FOR MODELS ALREADY IN PRODUC- 
TION. 

2. AT THESE DISCUSSIONS JAPANESE WERE REPRESENTED BY DIRECTOR GEN- 
ERALS FROM FOREIGN MINISTRY, MITI AND TRANSPORTATION MINISTRY. 
JAPANESE RESPONSE WAS SYMPATHETIC AND EC REPS WERE INFORMED THAT 
EVERY EFFORT WOULD BE MADE TO ACCEPT THEIR PROPOSAL SUBJECT TO 
APPROVAL BY THE CABINET. 

3. ACCORDING TO PERMANENT EC REPRESENTATIVE IN TOKYO, THESE TALKS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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TOOK PLACE IN A FAVORABLE ATMOSPHERE. HE SAID EC REPS WERE FAVO- 
RABLY IMPRESED BY HIGH LELVEL OF JAPANESE DELEGATION AND THEIR 
RESPONSIVE ATTITUDE. 

4. COMMENT: SINCE ALL THREE MINISTRIES CONCERNED FAVOR EXTENDING 
THE TWO-YEAR GRACE PERIOD PREVIOUSLY ANNOUNCED TO THREE OR FOUR 
YEARS CABINET APPROVAL IS PROBABLY A MERE FORMALITY. JAPANESE SHOULD 
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HAVE LITTLE DILLICULTY IN GOING ALONG, SINCE EC HAS WITHDRAWN ITS 
EARLIER DEMAND FOR INDEFINITE POSTPONEMENT OF NEW RULES AS APPLIED 
TO IMPORTED CARS. 

HODGSON 
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